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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The festival this year had a special guest from the Army National Guard Aviation Unit help us tend bar (I think this is a first). 
Let me tell you a little about our guest. His name is Sgt. Adam Gehrke and he has been with A Company 1-147th Aviation 
from Madison, WI for nine years.  He was mobilized from 2006-07 for 16 month to Kosovo and mobilized from June 2010 - 
June 2011 in IRAQ.  He is Crew chief / Gunner of UH-60 Blackhawk Helicopters.  While in Iraq his Unit was the first 
Wisconsin unit named “Army National Guard Aviation Unit of the Year” for outstanding contribution or innovation to the field 
of Army aviation above and beyond the normal assigned mission.  Adam is the younger brother of Dennis Gehrke, who is a 
member of the Roma Lodge.  A big thanks goes out to Sgt. Adam Gehrke for serving our country and helping us at the 
festival. If any Roma Lodge member has a son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, brother, sister or any relative that is 
serving our country in the armed forces please e-mail me so we may mention their name in our monthly newsletter. It’s your 
club, so let’s take care of it. It needs all our help. So remember, if it’s good for the Roma Lodge members, it’s good for Roma 
Lodge. 
Fraternally Yours 

����������	
��
  

SEPTEMBER 2011 EVENTS 
   Friday, September 2, 2011   Membership Meeting –  7:00 pm 
 
   Monday, September 5, 2011   Labor Day 
 
   Tuesday, September 6, 2011   Primary Election Da y 
 
   Thursday, September 8, 2011   Senior Luncheon – 12 noon 
 
   Sunday, September 18, 2011   Roma Lodge Men’s Go lf Outing – 11:00 am  
 
   Friday, September 23, 2011   First Day of Autumn  
 
   Sunday, September 25, 2011   Fall Party on the P atio 
 

Condolences  are extended to the family of Roma Lodge Brother Dennis Barry who died August 18.  
 

Welcome New Members  
Voted into Membership at the August Membership Meet ing 
Philip J. Mazzie, age 27 of Racine.  Phil is a Racine native.  He is employed by Hardtop Asphalt Sealing and Coating 
Company as a crew chief.  He is single and is the son of his proponent Frank Mazzie. 

Probationary Members Approved for Full Membership  
Congratulations to these members who are eligible to be initiated at the March 2012 Installation Dinner: 
Jeffrey Gemignani Proponent: Jim Buss 
Dan Cupertino  Proponent: John Catrine 
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****  PRESS RELEASE  ***  

2011 Roma Lodge Italian Fest $25,000.00 Cash Raffle  Winners  
 

First Prize - $15,000.00 – Linda Schultz, Racine, W I 
Second Prize - $5,000.00 – Paul Jarr, Racine, WI 

Third Prize - $2,500.00 – Amelia Ruffolo, Kenosha, WI 
Fourth Prize - $1,000.00 – Gary Gregerson, Racine, WI 

Fifth Prize - $500.00 – Richard Mura, Kenosha, WI 
Sixth Prize - $200.00 – George Becke, Racine, WI 

Seventh Prize - $200.00 – Jim Sizouvong, Racine, WI  
Eighth Prize - $200.00 – John LeRose, Racine, WI 

Ninth Prize - $200.00 – Lynne Ciaramita,  Racine, W I 
Tenth Prize - $200.00 – John LeRose, Racine, WI 

 

 
Thank you goes to all the members and their familie s and friends who volunteered for this year’s Festi val.  And 
sincere appreciation for their hard work is extende d to the members of the Festival Committee chaired by Pat Diem. 
A full report on the 2011 Roma Lodge Festival will be given at the October 7 Social Meeting.  Members and spouses 
of Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna Lodge are invite d to the 7:00 event. 
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NOTES FROM OUR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

                
    Krystina Andreoli Matthew J. Heck        Natalie Zanella 
 
Dear Roma Lodge Scholarship Committee and Members: 
Thank you for selecting me once again as the recipient of the Darryl and Jeana Sturino Life Long Learning Scholarship.  I 
attend DePaul University in Chicago where I am pursuing a double major in vocal performance and music education.  I have 
just completed my junior year at DePaul University and have maintained a 3.87 GPA. I am working on a double major. It will 
require an additional year of study to complete all necessary courses.  This year, my concentration of studies will be on music 
education. 
Please excuse the delay in my letter of appreciation.  I had finals through the middle of June and then traveled to Ireland and 
Wales with students from DePaul to participate in an international choir competition where our group placed in the top three 
in two events.  It was an amazing experience to travel to difference countries and I hope to study abroad next year in Italy!  
This past year was extremely busy and challenging as I performed for my junior recital which required me to sing in two of the 
operas presented at DePaul.  I received an award for academic excellence in my Italian course, have been named to the 
Dean’s List, and a member of the National Society of Collegiate Scholars and have also  been selected to be a member of 
the International Collegiate Honor Society.  Last summer I had the wonderful opportunity to give back to Roma Lodge by 
singing for the 85th Anniversary Celebration Mass  
I am very honored to receive this scholarship and I appreciate all of the support the Sturino family and Roma Lodge have 
shown me during the past three years.  You have my promise that I will continue to work hard in my studies. 
Thank you, 
Krystina Andreoli 
 
Dear Roma Lodge: 
Thank you very much for the $500.00 Roma Lodge Merit Scholarship.  I am delighted to be selected for the award.  As the 
summer winds down, I am preparing to attend Loyola University in Chicago.  And the money will be used to buy books for my 
classes.  I am planning on majoring in biology and attend dental school in the fall. 
Thank you again for the financial award toward my college education, 
Sincerely, 
Matthew J. Heck 
 
Dear Roma Lodge Scholarship Committee: 
I am writing to thank you for the generous [$4,000] Roma Lodge Merit Scholarship.  I was very happy and appreciative to 
learn that I was the recipient of your scholarship.  It will be very helpful to me throughout my college years. 
I am looking forward to starting college and plan to major in elementary education at Aurora University in Illinois.  This 
scholarship will help to ease the financial burden of college and allow me to focus on my classes and learning. 
Once again, thank you so much for your generosity.  It is much appreciated. 
Sincerely, 
Natalie Zanella 

A Thank You Letter from Health Care Network, Inc.  
To Roma Lodge: 
Gene Perrelle has forwarded Roma Lodge’s very kind contribution in memory of his wife Mary Ann.  We cannot begin to 
express how humbled we are that the Health Care Network was selected as a memorial site.  As I waited in line at the wake 
there were so many stories being shared about the good times people had with Mary Ann.  What a wonderful legacy to be 
remembered so fondly. Your gift remembers a warm and delightful woman – a sad loss for everyone who knew her.  
Sincerely,  
Barb Tylenda, Executive Director 
Health Care Network, Inc., Racine, WI  
 

   Member’s Dining Room – Closed Friday, August 26,  2011. 
Because of the Mortgage Burning Celebration, the Members Dining Room will be closed August 26, 2011. 
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Board Adopts Ban on Concealed Carry Weapons  
At its August 2 meeting, the Board of Directors adopted the following rule: 
Weapons concealed and carried by Roma members, guests, clients, and employees are prohibited from Roma Lodge 
Buildings and Grounds.  In accordance with Wisconsin State Statues, proper signage will be posted at all entrances. 
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Funeral Service Calling Tree Service Schedule for S eptember 2011  
The Calling Tree Committee has released the schedule for funeral visitations. If you are notified of a funeral during your 
scheduled month you are expected to attend to represent the Lodge.  Other members are also encouraged to attend. There 
will also be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to sign in, verifying that they are 
fulfilling their obligation.  This Calling Tree schedule is for those members who names are between  between:  

Ferguson, Thomas – Guida, Noah 
 

 
ROMA LODGE CARES COMMITTEE   

In order to meet Roma Lodge’s mission to carry on human relations activities on a charitable basis for the purpose of 
showing the community the positive force of Italian-American citizens, the CARES Committee, recently made contributions to 
these organizations: 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society MS Challenge Walk to be held September 23, 2011.  Challenge Walk MS Wisconsin is a 
three day walk benefiting programs and research for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. It's not about being athletic, it's 
about showing compassion. Join the commitment to raise funds and awareness of a disease that affects thousands of 
families in our area. More information is online at 
http://challengewig.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Challenge/WIGChallengeWalkEvents?fr_id=15762&pg=entry. 
Racine Baseball Cooperative to provide Astroturf for its indoor facility. The Baseball Cooperative has supported Racine 
County  amateur teams such as Kiwanis, Redbirds, Mudcats, Raptors, Bombers, Vipers, & Cobras) for almost 20 years. 
 
Correction: The correction address for First Step Services which was listed in the August Newsletter is  1017 – 60th Street, 
Kenosha, WI. 
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News from the Bocce Courts  
2011 Invitational Bocce Tournament 

Roma Lodge Teams Capture First, Second, and Third P laces  
Team RK captained by Armando Covelli won first place in the August 14 tournament.  The team, consisting of Tom Garbo, 
George Georno, Nunzio Germanotta, and Frank Chirico won over team Racine Durand, captained by Emil Ruffalo.  Also on 
the team were Chuck Christiano, Woody Zanella, Zuddy DeRose, Joe Lipari, and Cesare Bosco.  In third place was team 
Salute which included team captain Bino Ammendola, John Passarelli, Emil Passarelli, Mike Miceli, and Joe Mandala.  
Fourth place went to Mazzini Verde of Chicago. 
In the women’s division, two teams shared first place – Charlie’s Angels, with captain Rose Domanico, Laura Catrine, Mary 
Jane Hush, Delores Pinnow, and Cheryl Crivello, and team Olive Goils, captained by Penny Grant, along with team members 
Rita Marnell, Ann Marie Ruffalo, Jane Ruffalo, and Julie Ruffalo.  Third place went to Windy City Chick from Chicago. 
 
Couples Bocce League  
The 2011 Couples Bocce League will start in October. The starting date is determined by the number of teams signed up to 
play.  A team consists of 3 couples.  All men playing must be Roma Lodge members, but their female partner may be anyone 
over the age of 18.  We play every other Sunday starting at 4 p.m.  The cost is $50 per couple, which includes an end-of-
season banquet and prize money. Sure, everyone wants to win; but we play mainly because it's fun and gives us a chance to 
socialize with other members.  If you've played in the past, we hope you will join us again.  If you've never played, put 
together a team and come up with a team name or we'll try and place you on an existing team looking for new players. . If 
you have questions or want to join us, contact Gary or Vicki Christensen at 552-1331 or betchr2000@yahoo.com.  
 

 
 

Additional Application forms are available on-line at http://members.romalodge.com/ . 
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Bingo Captain for September 2011  
Dennis Porcaro is the Bingo captain for September.  Telephone him at 884-9121 to volunteer.  Bingo is held every Thursday 
night. 

ROMA-TO-GO Menu is On-line  
Want the great taste of Roma Lodge food at your next party or business luncheon? Now you can have it by calling Roma 
Lodge’s catering/carry-out service.  Available on-line is a complete menu of box lunch selections, party subs, deli platters, as 
well as carry outs for dinners that include baked or Broasted Italian chicken, lasagna and baked ziti along with Italian 
meatballs, sausage, and barbequed ribs.  Hours of service are Sunday – Saturday 10:00 am – 8:00 pm Orders must be 
placed 48 hours in advance. Minimum orders must total $100 or be ten sandwiches for ten people.  Go to 
http://www.romalodge.com/romatogo.html on the web for the complete menu, or telephone 886-3610 for more information. 

 Roma Lodge Members Rules are On-Line  
Do you want to know how many guests can dine with you in the Members Dining Room?  Can your wife bring guests on her 
own to dine in the Members Dining Room? What is the age limit for the Children’s Christmas Party?  Answers to these and 
other questions can be found in the Roma Lodge Members Rules available on line along with the current Roma Lodge By-
laws at  http://members.romalodge.com/rules_bylaws.html. 

Keep up with Roma Lodge on the Web  
Join the over 3000 visitors a month who use the Roma Lodge web page for the latest announcements of importance to 
members.  A list of the month’s events, the current issue as well as past issues of the Roma Lodge Newsletter, current bocce 
standings and schedules, and much more can be found on the Roma Lodge Members web site.  Check it out at 
http://members.romalodge.com/. 

OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA 

Rock and Roll Blast – Saturday, September 17, 2011 – Milwaukee  
Italian Community Center, 631 E Chicago Street 
A fund-raising event features The Oldies but Goodies Spectacular and the Doo-Wop Daddies. Doors open at 5:00 pm and 
music continues until 11:00 pm.  Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door.  Telephone the ICC at 414-223-2180 for 
more information. 

IWC Golf Outing – Sunday, September 18, 2011 – Sun Prairie, WI  
Sun Prairie Golf Course, 3039 Happy Valley Road stdy.com   
The Italian Workmen's Club (IWC) of Madison will host its annual golf outing and benefit at the Sun Prairie Golf Course, WI. 
Arrival is at 10:00 am. Tee time is at 12:00 noon shotgun start. Price is $85/person ($25 of fee is tax deductible) which 
includes Green Fees, Golf Cart, Italian Sausage Lunch, Steak Dinner, Complimentary Drinks, and Prizes on Several Holes, 
Door Prize Drawings, and a Contribution to a Children's Charity (Dinner only - $25/person). Dinner is served at 5:30 pm. 
Open to IWC and Italian-American Women's Club members and their guests. Deadline to sign up: September 12, 2011. More 
information and entry form are available on-line at http://www.wisitalia.org/pdfs/IWCGolf2011.pdf. 
 

Dairy Statesmen Present a Luncheon/Cabaret – Friday , September 23, 2011 –Racine  
Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring Street 
Enjoy and afternoon of music, dancing, entertainment, and elegant dining. Dance to the music of The Society Café 5 and 
enjoy the “Zany’s” 50’s & 60’s Rock and Roll Review as well as the award winning Dairy Statesmen. Luncheon menu 
includes choice of Yankee Pot Roast with potatoes and vegetables or lasagna, plus salad, coffee, and dessert.  Doors open 
at 11:00 am.  Advanced tickets are $29 and can be purchased at the RIWA Office at Roma Lodge.  Tickets can be ordered 
by mail by sending payment and number of guests to Dairy Statesmen, 5606 Durand Avenue, Racine, WI 53406.  
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�Chicago Italian Expo 2011  Friday - Sunday, September 30-October 2, 2011 - Chi cago  
Navy Pier  
Chicago Italian Expo 2011 at Navy Pier is a unique and exclusive platform for exhibitors and sponsors from Italy and the U.S. 
to promote their companies, create international business relationships, and sell their products to their target audience over a 
three-day weekend. Tickets are $10 (online pre-sale) and $15 (door price). Children 12 and under are admitted free.  
Italian Expo Website: italianexpo.us/chicago/chicago-event-info��
�
=================================================================================     

Need New Volunteer Webmaster for WisItalia! 
 

Rita Prigioni, the volunteer webmaster for http://www.wisitalia.org will be moving to Italy in 4 years. In order for her to spend 
more time learning Italian and planning her move, she needs someone to take over the website and Facebook 
responsibilities. Here are some of the details:  

·  This is an unpaid volunteer position.  
·  The website is being converted from Dreamweaver to WordPress, which is an easy content management system. 
·  You do not need to be Italian, but you do need to like Italian-related activities.  
·  You need to live in Wisconsin.  
·  You should try to attend 3-4 WisItalia meetings per year (held in different parts of the state or by videoconference). 

.Thank you for considering this great opportunity to serve the Italian community! The website has become a symbol of 
WisItalia and all the good work that everyone does. If you are interested, or know someone who would be interested, please 
contact Don Cicero, Roma Lodge Past-president at cheech@wi.rr.com or Rita Prigioni at wisitalia.info@gmail.com . 
================================================================================= 

ITALIAN AMERICAN BORN IN SEPTEMBER 

           
Marciano     Denari         Long       DiMaggio       Perry    DeFrancesco  Pantoliano  Frankenstein   Basil           Sorvino  
Sept. 1, 1923 Rocky Marciano (Francis Marchegiano), heavyweight boxing champion of the world, 1952 to 1956 
Sept 3, 1957      Neil Denari, architect, professor, and author 
Sept 5, 1941 Joe (Joseph LaBracio) Long - bass guitarist for the Four Seasons 
Sept 6, 1912 Vincent Paul “Vince” DiMaggio, National League baseball center fielder 1937-1946, brother of Joe DiMaggio 
Sept 10, 1950 Anthony Joseph “Joe” Perry - lead guitarist and songwriter for the rock band Arrowsmith 
Sept 12, 1940 “Papa” John DeFrancesco, jazz organist and vocalist 
Sept 12, 1951  Joseph Peter “Joe” Pantoliano - Emmy Award winning film and television 
Sept 15, 1964 Doyle Wolfgang von Frankenstein, born Paul Caiafa, guitarist with horror punk band, Misfits 
Sept 22, 1943 Toni Basil - musician, video artist, actress and choreographer 
Sept. 28, 1967 Mira Sorvino, actress and winner of the 1995 Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress  
 

Sick and Shut-ins –   
On behalf of the members of Roma Lodge, the Sick and Shut-ins Committee sends flowers to the funeral of deceased 
members and plants and get well cards to members you are hospitalized or ailing at home. If you know of a Roma Lodge 
brother who died or is hospitalized or ill at home, contact Noah Guida, 705-8976, noahroma@yahoo.com or 
Jim Faraone, 657-1244. 
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Roma Lodge Reservations  
For Members Dining Room  reservations, the telephone number 886-8850 . When making reservations for the Members 
Dining Room, please telephone the Members Dining Room number only. Leave your name, day and date you want the 
reservation, your phone number, number of people in your party, and estimated time of arrival. You will only receive a call 
back if there is a problem or a question about your reservation. NOTE: The Members Dining Room is always closed on 
Membership Meeting nights which is usually the first Friday of the month. It is also closed on Wednesday and weekend 
nights when events for members or members and guests are scheduled. To reserve the Venetian Room and for Roma-to-Go  
telephone the RIWA Office at 886-3610. For the Members Card Room telephone 886-2557. 

Advertising Available in the Roma Lodge Newsletter  
You can now purchase ads that will appear in the monthly Roma Lodge Newsletter and in color on the Roma Lodge 
Members’ web page.  Cost for ads is $20 / month for a six month contract with an introductory offer of $15 / month for six 
months.   
These ads will provide a new and profitable outlet for our members who own or operate businesses as well as a source of 
services available to our members.   
Contact Jim Faraone 657-1244 jfaraone@wi.rr.com for more information or to purchase an ad. 

 
 
Deadline for information for OCTOBER Newsletter  is WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2011 .  Comments and suggestions 
and articles of interest to our members are welcome at gperona@wi.rr.com. 

�����������	 , 
Jerry Perona, Secretary            
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COMING EVENTS 
 

   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011  PACKERS VS. DENVER (GOL D PACKAGE) 
 
   TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2011  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEE TING 
 
   FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2011  SOCIAL MEETING – FESTIV AL REPORT 
  
   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2011  COLUMBUS DAY BANQUET 
 
   MONDAY, OCTOBER 10. 2011  COLUMBUS DAY FEDERAL H OLIDAY 
 
   THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2011 SENIOR LUNCHEON 
 
   TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEE TING 
 
   SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER – TBA COUPLES BOCCE 
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