
���������	�
	���	

	��

 
7130 Spring Street – Racine, Wisconsin 53406 – (262 ) 886-3610 – Fax (262) 886-6286 

Also available in full color on the web at http://m embers.romalodge.com/newsletter.html  

November 2011 Issue                                     October 24, 2011 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I’d like to thank all the members who participated in our Columbus Day celebration.  This year’s Columbus Day was one we 
soon won’t forget.  A big thanks goes out to Dr. John DeRose.  What can I say, you are an outstanding speaker (and of 
course you are Italian) how great is that.  Rick Bonanno was our Master of Ceremony for the evening (Great Job Rick). 
Thank you Deacon Russ Missureli for the blessing and Mario Ruffolo, the Voice of Italy, for saying a few words.  Also a thank 
you to Chuck Aiello – Mid-Town Florist – Kenosha for the table flowers. We received more compliments then I can tell you on 
the food (Great Job Zuddy and Staff).   
This month we have the $10K raffle.  See Zuddy DeRose, who once again is chairing this event, if you would like a ticket.  
We had our social meeting last month at which time we were given the festival report.  First, on behalf of the Roma Lodge 
membership, we would like to thank Pat Diem, chairman, and Tom Garbo, executive director, for all the time and effort they 
put into the festival.  I’d also like to thank all the members and their wives.  As I said before, you are what make Roma Lodge 
what it is.  I’d also like to thank the members of Vittoria Colonna for all of their help.   
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your Famiglia.  It’s your club, so let’s take care of it.  It needs all our help, so remember, if it’s 
good for the Roma Lodge members, it good for Roma Lodge. 
Fraternally yours, 
����������	
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NOVEMBER 2011 EVENTS 
 

    Tuesday, November 1, 2011  $10,000 Raffle and D inner – 5:00 pm 
 
    Friday, November 4, 2011  Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm 
 
    Sunday, November 6, 2011  Daylight Savings Time  Ends 
 
    Tuesday, November 8, 2011  General Election Day  
 
    Thursday, November 10, 2011  Veterans Day 
 
    Sunday, November 20, 2011  Packers vs. Tampa Ba y (Gold Package) 12 noon 
 
    Tuesday, November 22, 2011  Holiday Lighting an d Pizza Buffet 
 
    Thursday, November 24, 2011  Thanksgiving Day 
 
    Tuesday, November 29, 2011  Board of Directors Meeting – 6:30 pm 

 

Condolences  are extended to Roma Lodge brother Robert “Bobby” Domanik whose mother Dolores Domanik died 
in October. 
 

Welcome New Members 
Voted into Membership at the October Membership Meeting: 
Mitch P. Ferraro, age 26 was born in Kenosha and currently resides in Caledonia.  He is employed by Quad/Graphics in 
Sussex as a pricing and sales associate.  He and his wife Nina (Pascucci) are the proud parents of a new son, Rome.  His 
proponent is his father-in-law, Jeff Pascucci. 
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Applications for Membership – to be voted on at the  November 4 Membership Meeting: 
James (Jim) D. Venturini, age 52 of Racine – Proponents: Gary Lipor and Donald Paar 
John M. Sanberg, Jr, age 56 of Twin Lakes – Proponent: Rich Mascolino 
 
 

Senior Luncheon will be held Thursday, November 10 at 12 noon. Please make a special effort to call Russ 
Missureli at 633-6582 by Monday November 7 if you are planning to attend. Cost is $6.00 per person. 
 

Roma Lodge Festival –Another Successful Year 
At the October social meeting, Festival chairman Pat Diem announced that the 2011 Roma Lodge Italian Festival was again 
a success.  Despite some very warm weather that lowered attendance on Sunday, the XXXIII Festival had an excellent net 
profit in addition to providing sufficient funds to present a $12,000 donation to Wheaton Franciscan Health Care –All Saints 
for the acquisition of a wireless dash monitor.  Again, thank you to all the members and friends who volunteered their time 
and energy to make this such a success, and to the Roma Lodge Festival Committee which continues to make this the best 
ethnic festival in Racine.  And finally, thank you to the top gun winners for the outstanding raffle ticket sales. 
�

�
��
� � � CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU TO THE 2011 FESTIVAL RAFFLE SALES 

TOP GUN AWARD WINNERS 
Roma Lodge 

   Russ Missureli  387 books Jason Evitts  18 books 
   Joe Porcaro  121 books Art Rozzoni  18ooks 
   Mario Aiello    63 books Randy Evitts  17 books 
   Tom Hort    43 books Steve Rawlinko  17 books 
   Frank Bisotti    30 books Bob Rivers  17 books 
   Gary Lipor    27 books Dave Chiapete  16 books 
   Louis Arnone    26 books Jerry Sackman  16 books     
   Tom Vena    24 books   
   Al DeRose    20 books   
   Joe Pillizzi    20 books ��
   Derrick Anzalone   18 books     
       Vittoria Colonna Lodge 
   Laurel Celeste  25 books Rose Bagdasarian 8 books 
   Ruth Miller  24 books Diane Maritato  8 books 
   Rita Marnell  20 books Marlene Miller  8 books 

  

Funeral Service Calling Tree Schedule November 2011  
The Calling Tree Committee has released the schedule for funeral visitations. If you are notified of a funeral during your 
scheduled month you are expected to attend to represent the Lodge.  Other members are also encouraged to attend. There 
will also be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to sign in, verifying that they are 
fulfilling their obligation.  This Calling Tree schedule is for those members who names are listed on the Membership List 
between:  

Krause, Gary – Matson, Joseph 

Member’s Dining Room – Holiday Hours  
The Members Dining Room will be closed on the following days during the period November 2010 – January 2011 
Wednesday, November 23 
Friday, December 2, Saturday, December 10, Saturday, December 24, Wednesday, December 28 
Friday, December 30 and Friday, January 6, 2012. 
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ROMA LODGE 2011 COLUMBUS DAY DINNER 

�
Featured Speaker John De Rose, PhD (center) is flanked by Roma Lodge members (from left) 

Pat Diem, Roma Lodge Treasurer; Darryl  Sturino, Director; Jerry Perona, Secretary; Jason Evitts,  Director; Art Rozzoni, Director; Deacon 
Russ Missureli; Jack Ruffolo, Parliamentarian, and Buddy Alfano, President. 

 
Thank you to our guest speaker and the Committee which included Rick Bonanno, Zuddy DeRose, Jason Evitts, Art Rozzoni, and Buddy 
Alfano 
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   Ravioli con la zucca (pumpkin ravioli            Roast turkey basted with pomegranate sauce 
 
Thanksgiving in Italy? The distinctly American tradition doesn’t translate well in the land of Etruscans, Even the trans literal 
phrase in Italian for Thanksgiving, La Festa del Ringraziamento, refers to a variety of religious holidays held throughout the 
year for patron saints. But for most Italian Americans Thanksgiving dinner means the inclusion of special Italian family 
recipes to accompany the traditional meal. In fact, expatriates from North America who do honor the Thanksgiving holiday in 
Italy find it difficult to replicate, since the ingredients necessary for a New England–style Thanksgiving dinner are not easy to 
find. Every family of Italian heritage has different culinary traditions to celebrate the holiday. An Italian Thanksgiving dinner 
might include ravioli con la zucca (pumpkin ravioli), tacchinella alla melagrana (roast turkey basted with pomegranate sauce 
and served with a pomegranate-and-giblet gravy), sweet Italian turkey sausage and mozzarella stuffing, baked sweet 
potatoes with lime and ginger, and even Italian cakes and pastries. What matters most, though, during La Festa del 
Ringraziamento isn’t what ingredients are used, or who won the football game, but the opportunity for families and 
communities to come together and celebrate the season in a tradition that’s timeless. 

S o u r c e :  S a n  F i l i p p o ,  M i c h a e l .  “ T h a n k s g i v i n g  i n  I t a l y  L a  F e s t a  d e l  R i n g r a z i a m e n t o . ”  A b o u t . c o m  I t a l i a n  
L a n g u a g e .  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  2 0 1 1 .  W e b .  1 9  O c t  2 0 1 1 .  
h t t p : / / i t a l i a n . a b o u t . c o m / o d / f e s t i v a l s h o l i d a y s / a / t h a n k s g i v i n g - i n - i t a l y . h t m > .  
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A Factoid about Pizza 
Pizza as we know it was created by the Neapolitans more than 200 year ago.  Pizza crossed the Atlantic in 1897 when 
Neapolitan immigrant Gennaro Lombardi began selling pizza at five cents a pie from his grocery store in New York City’s 
Little Italy.  Pizza really caught on in the U.S. after World War II, sparked by the return of U.S. veterans who discovered pizza 
while serving in Italy.  Pizzerias or “pizza parlors” sprouted throughout America.  Today each man, woman and child in the 
U.S. eats 46 slices of pizza per year according to New York based Packaged Facts.  Since the population of the U.S. is over 
300 million, that means Americans eat nearly 14 billion pieces of pizza per year. For more facts on pizza, visit “Pizza Facts” 
at http://www.streetdirectory.com/food_editorials/snacks/pizza/pizza_facts.html. 
(Source: R a p i s a r d a ,  M a r i o .  “ W h o  I n v e n t e d  P i z z a ? ”  I t a l i a n  A m e r i c a .  F a l l  2 0 1 1 :  1 0 .  P r i n t . )  
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Brothers of Roma Lodge 
Thank you for the card and flowers.  I really appreciated them.  My surgery went very well and I can’t wait to join my team 
mates at bocce.  Special thanks to Russ Missureli for twice bringing me communion while in the hospital.  As a member of 
Roma Lodge, one knows that he is thought of when injured, ill, or in time of need.  Supporting the club is important but 
supporting each other is just as important.  Working together is what makes this club strong.  Thank you again.  
Your brother, Michael Miceli 
 
Dear Roma Lodge Board of Directors – 
You’ve been so kind to us since our Dad’s (Dennis Barry) passing.  We really enjoyed his memorial celebration at Roma.  
The team coordinated the event perfectly, the food was delicious, and most importantly, your hospitality made us feel right at 
home.  Thank you for all of your support. Sincerely, Becky, Kevin, and Jean Barry 
 
Dear Roma Lodge 
Thank you for your gift to the Aurora Visiting Nurse Association of Wisconsin Zilber Family Hospice Greatest Need Fund in 
memory of [Roma Lodge member] Ronald Favro. Every penny will be utilized as you have directed.  With your gift, you are 
making a meaningful difference in the lives of others.  Thank you again for your generosity.  Your thoughtful support is deeply 
appreciated.  Sincerely, Jean M. Johnson, Vice-president of Philanthropy, Aurora Health Care Foundation 
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ATTENTION – Volunteers are needed  for Children’s Christmas Party – Volunteers are needed to stuff Christmas stockings 
on Saturday, December 10 9:30 am in the Board Room and Santa’s Helpers are needed for the Christmas Party on 
December 11.  Contact Rick Crivello at ����������	�
��
�� 	�	
�
�����
�		���� ��
 

December 10, 2011December 10, 2011December 10, 2011December 10, 2011    
RRRRoma Lodge members Christmas Party oma Lodge members Christmas Party oma Lodge members Christmas Party oma Lodge members Christmas Party     

Table Reservation FormTable Reservation FormTable Reservation FormTable Reservation Form    

    
Reservation Deadline in Friday, December Reservation Deadline in Friday, December Reservation Deadline in Friday, December Reservation Deadline in Friday, December 2222    2011201120112011    

Payment Does NOT have to accompany the Reservation Form Payment Does NOT have to accompany the Reservation Form Payment Does NOT have to accompany the Reservation Form Payment Does NOT have to accompany the Reservation Form ----    Payment is due on Friday, December Payment is due on Friday, December Payment is due on Friday, December Payment is due on Friday, December 2222, 201, 201, 201, 2011111    
Reservations can be made for groups of less than 10Reservations can be made for groups of less than 10Reservations can be made for groups of less than 10Reservations can be made for groups of less than 10    

Reservation Forms and Payment can be mailed to Zuddy DeRose, c/o Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St, Racine W I Reservation Forms and Payment can be mailed to Zuddy DeRose, c/o Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St, Racine W I Reservation Forms and Payment can be mailed to Zuddy DeRose, c/o Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St, Racine W I Reservation Forms and Payment can be mailed to Zuddy DeRose, c/o Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St, Racine W I 53406534065340653406    
NamesNamesNamesNames    (One name per space)(One name per space)(One name per space)(One name per space)                                                                                        Names (One Name per space)Names (One Name per space)Names (One Name per space)Names (One Name per space)                                                       

______________________________________     ________________________________________ 
______________________________________     ________________________________________ 
______________________________________     ________________________________________ 

            ______________________________________      _________________________________________          
______________________________________      _________________________________________ 

 
Both Reservation Forms are available on-line on the  Roma Lodge members Web Page at 

http://members.romalodge.com/  
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Roma Lodge Holiday Food Drive  
Roma Lodge is collecting non-perishable food items during the Holidays for the various food pantries in the area.  Please 
bring your food items to the Roma Lodge Hall of History and deposit them in the food bin containers.  Food will be collected 
through December 12.  Those who wish to make cash donations can do so by check made out to the Racine County Food 
Bank.  To make a cash contribution or for more information, contact Frank Bisotti at 652-9779 or email 
fbisotti@ameritech.net. 

Let’s Get Involved…. 
Last year, two local businessmen, Dan Johnson and Ray Stibeck organized a free Thanksgiving Day meal event hosted at 
Festival Hall. They are planning on doing it again this year and could use some volunteer help. They believe they may double 
the number of meals this year. I believe Roma will be sponsoring some tables at the event via donations. It would be great if 
we could also provide them with some volunteers. After speaking with Dan Johnson, most people donated an hour or two of 
their time. They could use help on Wednesday, November 23 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. and also on Thursday, November 
24 between 6 a.m. and 4 p.m.  The actual event takes place on Thursday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Any members that are 
willing to donate an hour or two of your time during these two days; please contact Frank Bisotti at 652-9779 or email at 
fbisotti@ameritech.net. You can also check out information on the event at their web site, http://www.danandrys.com 

MILESTONES IN ITALIAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
1965 Tomie De Paola introduces America’s Children t o Italian Heritage 
 
For the last two generations, Tomie De Paolo has been regarded as among the most 
favorite authors of children’s books in this country.  Born in 1934 in Meriden Connecticut of 
an Irish American mother and an Italian American father, he was inclined toward reading 
and drawing as a youngster, creating his own book for his sister at age ten. 
From the outset the content of his books reflected his Italian ancestry.  It also bespoke of a 
strong devotion to his Catholic faith that is evidenced by the many murals he drew that 
adorn church walls and monasteries in New England. 
In 1965 he combines his extraordinary ability as an illustrator with a desire to write for 
children in two physical science books.  That was the beginning of a prolific career during 
which he has written and/or illustrated two to four books annually – a feat that has produced over two hundred books.  The 
subject matter of these books is wide ranging.  Much of his material is based on his recollections of family life as a youngster 
including tales and stories of Italian folklore from his Italian grandmother.  Among the many stories that were inspired by 
Italian culture are Tony’s Bread: an Italian Folktale, Francis: the Poor man of Assisi, The Clown of God: Watch Out for the 
Chicken Feet in Your Soup, and The Legend of the Old Befana. 
The best-known of his works in this genre is the Strega Nona series that related the tales of the wide and gleeful Italian witch 
in Calabria and her sidekick Big Anthony who constantly gets into trouble. De Paolo describes the uncanny ability of the witch 
to extricate herself and her sidekick from difficulty using a magic sauce produced by his own grandmother in Connecticut.  It 
is safe to say that for many children in the United States, Tomie De Paolo’s books serve as their introduction to Italian 
culture. 

Source: La Gumina, Salvatore, “1965 Tomie De Paolo Introduces America’s Children to Italian Heritage”. Milestones of the Italian American Experience 
1492-2003. National Italian American Foundation, 2009 Web 19 October 2011 http://www.niaf.org/milestones/year_1965.asp 

 

Strega Nona Books by Tomie De Paolo – Reading Level  ages 4 – 8 �

�� ���� �
       Strega Nona      Strega Nona’s              Strega Nona           Merry Christmas Strega Nona’s  Harvest 
      Magic Lessons          Takes a Vacation         Strega Nona 
These titles and other books by Tomie De Paolo are available at your local public library and bookstor e 

-7- 
 



  News from the Bocce Courts 
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Enjoy an educational tour to Italy in June 2012 with Italian language instructor Ralph Annina.  The tour departs 
from Chicago on June 19, returning June 26, 2012. The tour includes visits to Rome, Venice, Florence, Pisa, and Assisi. 
Price includes airfare, hotels, private coach, meals, and guides. The tour is under the auspices of Explorica educational tours 
which specializes in giving travelers moments where everyone connects with new cultures, languages and people through 
authentic meals, activities, interactions and conversations.  For more information, telephone Ralph Annina at 414-350-0730 
or email rannina@wi.rr.com. You can see the full itinerary as well as sign up for the trip online at 
http://www.explorica.com/Annina-1945. 

   

  Reminder – Security Cameras for Your Protection  
Roma Lodge has a security camera / recording system that monitors both inside and outside locations.  The system is 
designed to protect not only Roma Lodge property but also your valuables as well.  If you have any questions about the 
system, contact a member of the Roma Lodge Board of Directors. 
   

OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA 

 Italian Workmen’s Club Centenario Anniversario Cel ebrazione – Saturday, January 21, 2012 – Madison 
Concourse Hotel and Governor’s Club, 1 West Dayton Street 
The 100th anniversary celebration of the Italian Workmen’s club will include a four course Italian dinner along with an original 
play depicting what it was when the members of the Madison Italian community decided to form the Italian Workmen’s Club. 
Cost will be $50 per person.  Seating is limited so members of Roma Lodge have an opportunity for advanced registration 
through Friday, December 2, 2011.  After that date invitations will be sent to the general public.  Make reservations by 
sending a check to Italian Workmen’s Club 100th, c/o Peter Criglia, 2308 Valley Road, Cross Plains, WI 53528, or for more 
information, email Frank Alfano at falfano@charter.net.  

Holiday Folk Fair International – Friday, November 18 – Sunday, November 20, 2011 – Milwaukee 
Wisconsin Exhibition Center, State Fair Park, 8200 W. Greenfield, West Allis, WI 
Experience the sights, sounds, and tastes of fifty-one ethnic groups, including Italian.  America’s premiere Multicultural event 
features food, music, dancing, and opportunities to learn.  Hours are Friday, 2 pm – 10 pm; Saturday, 10 am – 10 pm, and 
Sunday, 10 am – 7 pm.  Admission at the gate is $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and children ages 6-12, and free for children 
5 and under and military personnel with ID. More information is available on the web at 
http://www.folkfair.org/location.html  

The Girl Singer: a Tribute to Rosemary Clooney, wit h Ellen Winters –November 10 – 12 and November 
17 – 19. 2011 – Elm Grove 
Sunset Playhouse Inc., 800 Elm Grove Road 
This one and a half hour musical chronicles the roller coaster life of Rosemary Clooney and features the songs that made her 
famous. Thursday’s performances begin at 7:30 pm, Friday and Saturday at 8:00 pm.  Tickets are $15.00 per person. 
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Roma Lodge Reservations 
For Members Dining Room  reservations, the telephone number 886-8850 . When making reservations for the Members 
Dining Room, please telephone the Members Dining Room number only. Leave your name, day and date you want the 
reservation, your phone number, number of people in your party, and estimated time of arrival. You will only receive a call 
back if there is a problem or a question about your reservation. NOTE: The Members Dining Room is always closed on 
Membership Meeting nights which is usually the first Friday of the month. It is also closed on Wednesday and weekend 
nights when events for members or members and guests are scheduled. To reserve the Venetian Room and for Roma-to-Go 
telephone the RIWA Office at 886-3610. For the Members Card Room telephone 886-2557. 

Advertising Available in the Roma Lodge Newsletter  
You can now purchase ads that will appear in the monthly Roma Lodge Newsletter and in color on the Roma Lodge 
Members’ web page.  Cost for ads is $20 / month for a six month contract with an introductory offer of $15 / month for six 
months.   
These ads will provide a new and profitable outlet for our members who own or operate businesses as well as a source of 
services available to our members.   
Contact Jim Faraone 657-1244 jfaraone@wi.rr.com for more information or to purchase an ad. 

 
Deadline for information for DECEMBER Newsletter  is THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2011.   Comments and suggestions 
and articles of interest to our members are welcome at gperona@wi.rr.com. 

�����������	 , 
Jerry Perona, Secretary            
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COMING EVENTS 

 
    Friday, December 2, 2011 Membership Meeting 
 
                                                   Thursday, December 8, 2011 Senior Luncheon 
 
    Saturday, December 10, 2011 Members Christmas P arty 
 
    Sunday, December 11, 2011 Children’s Christmas Party 
 
    Thursday, December 22, 2011 First Day of Winter  
 
    Sunday, December 25, 2011 Christmas Day 
 
    Saturday, December 31, 2011 New Year’s Eve 
 
    Sunday, January 1, 2012 New Year’s Day 
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