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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

May has arrived and we are moving closer to summer and we deserve it.( It’s been a long winter) The $10,000 raffle should 
be a huge success thanks to Zuddy and all the Roma Lodge volunteers because without you there would be no success 
stories.  Just a reminder of things coming up in May - Mother’s Day Brunch (RIWA), Roma Lodge President’s Dinner, and the 
Men’s Golf League begins. Zuddy has asked me to thank all the Couples Bocce players and the members who supported the 
dining room being open on Sunday.  What can I say about the very successful Friday night fish fry RIWA is putting on this 
year? Great Job! I would like to wish all the mothers a very Happy Mother’s Day! Don’t forget to start thinking about 
volunteering your help for the Roma Lodge Festival. Also, our condolences go out to Linda Lexa - RIWA on the passing of 
her daughter. 
It’s your club, so let’s take care of it. It needs all our help, so remember; if it’s good for the Roma Lodge members it’s good for 
Roma Lodge. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Buddy D Alfano 

 
MAY 2011 EVENTS 

 
   Monday, May 2, 2011  Summer Bocce Begins 
 
   Monday, May 2, 2011  Men’s Golf League Begins – 11:30 am 
 
   Tuesday, May 3, 2011  $10,000 Raffle and Dinner – 5:00 PM Cocktails; 6:00 pm Dinner 
 
   Friday, May 6, 2011  Membership Meeting – 7:00 p m 
 
   Friday, May 6, 2011  Scholarship Recipients Anno unced 
 
   Sunday, May 8, 2011   Mother’s Day Brunch (RIWA)  10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 
   Tuesday, May 10, 2011  Roma Lodge Presidents Din ner 
 
   Thursday, May 12, 2011 Senior Luncheon – 12 noon  
 
   Monday, May 30, 2011  Memorial Day  
 
   Tuesday, May 31, 2011  Board of Directors Meetin g – 6:30 pm 
 

Condolences  are extended on the occasion of the March 28 passing of Joan Clementi, the wife of Roma Lodge 
brother Joe Clementi and the mother of Roma Lodge brother Michael Clementi. 
 

Welcome New Members  
Voted into Membership at the April Membership Meeti ng : 
Michael J. Borzynski, age 29, is a Racine native.  Along with the rest of his family, Michael farms for his family’s business - 
Borzynski Farms in Racine. He and his wife Sharon (Boero) have two sons.  His proponent is his father-in-law, Mike Boero.  
Dennis J. Jalensky, age 53, was born in Kenosha and now resides in Racine.  He is employed as a realtor by Prudential 
Realty Company.  He and his wife Laurie have two sons.  His wife is of Italian descent on her mother’s side.  His proponent is 
his brother-in-law, Mike Boero. 
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Applications for Membership - Eligible for a vote a t the May 6, 2011 Meeting  
John J. LeRose III, age 24, of Racine – Proponent: John (Jack) LeRose (father) 
 
 

  Sunday Dining Room Hours End Until Next Fall  
The Members Dining Room Sunday hours have ended for the summer.  Hours will resume next fall at the start of the Couples 
Bocce season.  The Board of Directors thanks the couples bocce players and all our members who supported this dining 
experience as well as Zuddy DeRose and his staff for their work.    
 

10,000 CASH RAFFLE 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2011 

ROMA LODGE 
Open to the Public 

 
PRIZES INCLUDE: 

ONE $4,000 CASH PRIZE, ONE $1,500 PRIZE, THREE $500 PRIZES, FIVE $200 PRIZES  
AND TWENTY $100.00 PRIZES 

WINE, APPLIANCE AND 50/50 RAFFLES WILL ALSO BE FEATURED 
TICKETS ARE $100.00 EACH, WHICH INCLUDES TWO DINNER TICKETS 

CASH BAR BEGINS AT 5:00 P.M. WITH DINNER SERVED BETWEEN 6:00 – 7:30 P.M. 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 

ZUDDY DEROSE - 681-3576  
NOTE: TICKETS ARE SOLD ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST SERVE BASIS 

 

ROMA LODGE MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH 

SUNDAY, MAY 8, 2011 

 Serving Time is 10:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Featuring Buffet Menu 
Omelet Stations: Omelets with Bacon, Ham, Cheese, Vegetables 
Carving Stations: Steamship Round of Beef, Honey Glazed Ham 

Scrambled Eggs, Frittata, Bacon, Sausage Links, French Toast Sticks, Broasted Chicken, Broiled Cod Loin  w/ 
Lemon Butter, Italian Brown Potatoes, Vegetable Medley, Mostaccioli and Red Sauce, Pasta Broccoli, Tossed 
Salad, Jell-O, Cole Slaw, Pasta Salad, Fresh Fruit, Bread and Roll Basket, Mine-Danish and Mini-Muffins, 

Orange Juice and Coffee, Cake, Cheesecake, Pudding and Pie 
Advance Reservations 9am-5pm @ 262-886-3610  

Adults $18.95     Children 5-12 years $9.50     Children under 5 are free 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Best Wishes go to Gordie Badrosian  who retired from his position as bar manager of Roma Lodge and RIWA.  His 
many hours of service as a bartender in the Members Lounge as well as his management of the bar and beverage services 
of RIWA will be greatly missed,   
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ROMA LODGE CARES COMMITTEE   

Upon the recommendation of the CARES Committee, the Roma Lodge Board of Directors approved a $500 donation to 
WisItalia.  WisItalia is a non-profit organization created in December 2000, to promote the teaching of Italian language 
classes in the elementary and secondary schools in Wisconsin.  WisItalia was founded by the Italian-American Clubs in 
Milwaukee, Madison, Racine, Kenosha, Green Bay and Wausau, as well as UW-Madison and UW-Milwaukee. Since then, 
other Wisconsin colleges and universities have become active in WisItalia. To-date, WisItalia has been successful in either 
creating new Italian programs, or promoting and supporting existing Italian programs in Wisconsin. This continues to grow 
and provides a valuable service to teachers, students and the community.  Don Cicero represents Roma Lodge on the 
WisItalia Board of Directors.  Through this donation, Roma Lodge is identified as a major sponsor on the WisItalia web page 
with links to Roma Lodge web page.  More information on WisItalia can be found on the web at http://wisitalia.org/. 
 

Congratulations are extended to Ralph Annina  on receiving the 2011 Outstanding Service Award from WisItalia. 
Ralph is a teacher of Italian at Bradford High School in Kenosha.  He also heads the Holy Rosary Elementary School 
Children’s Saturday Italian Program as well as serving as an adjunct instructor on the University of Wisconsin – Parkside 
Adult Education program’s Italian Language Mini-course series. 
  

News from the Bocce Courts  
2010-11 Bocce Leagues Final Standings  

Congratulations to all the teams for a great Season – Dave Chiapete – Bocce Chairman 
 

Monday Night Teams & Captains         Tuesday Night    Wednesday Night 
Calabrese – Chuck Christiano    Ball Busters – Gene Silvani  Tenuta’s Deli – Tom Garbo   
Salute - John Passarelli   Racine Durand – Emil Ruffalo  Perona’s Paisans – Dave Chiapete 
United Nations - Tom Lorenzini  La Famiglia – Carmen Caruso  Sports Physical Therapy – John Passarelli  
Rossi Construction – Randy Chiapete Sopranos – Chuck Domanico  Lakeshore / Bada Bing – Don Cicero 
Dental Associates – Jim Silvani  KR Kids – Gary Suokko    Lipari Barbers - Joe Lipari 
Avanti’s  - Emil Ruffalo   Peroni Lite – Jerry Miller    Catrine Barbers - Frank Catrine 
Bocce Bulls – Joe Mandala  Pucci Barbers – Bill Pucci  Celeste’s Cubs – John Anzalone  
S.E. Wis. Mortgage – Ron Zicarelli      Hort’s Sports – Tom Hort 
Wells Bros. Restaurant – Bob Rivers      Executive Barbers – Frank Bisotti 
 

Winter Bocce League Champion Teams 
Monday Night League  Tuesday Night Leagues   Wednesday Night League 
First Place – Calabrese    First Place – Ball Busters  First Place – Tenuta’s Deli 
Second Place -   United Nations  Second Place – Racine Durand   Second – Perona’s Paisans 
 
Summer Monday Night Bocce  
Reminder - Monday night bocce play has begun when men are invited to play some friendly games of bocce.  Player names 
are drawn for teams each Monday night so you can show up every week, once a month, or just once all summer.  Two 
games are played each Monday night, with games beginning at 7:00 p.m. This is a great way to meet other members, keep 
your game in shape for the big summer bocce invitational, or keep yourself fit for the fall/winter leagues. If you have any 
questions or need more information, contact Dave Chiapete, 262-939-5914, davidchiapete@hotmail.com. 
 

2011 Roma Lodge Italian Festival Raffle Tickets Ava ilable  
Raffle tickets for both Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna Lodge members should be picked up in the Hall of History. 
All Roma Lodge members are obligated to pick up their allocated eight books. Proceeds from the sale of those tickets 
accounts for 60% of the festival profits. Those members who joined the Lodge after December 2 004 are required to sell 
all their allotted tickets. All other members are r equired to return raffle tickets stubs and cash or unsold tickets for 
all raffle tickets issued to them.   Unsold raffle tickets will NOT be accepted prior to the start of the Festival.  If you have any 
questions, or require more tickets, contact Rick Tringali, 262-634-5649 or email sartri@earthlink.net. 
At least six volunteers are needed to sell tabloid ads to area businesses.    Additional help is also needed for Festival set 
up/tear down headed by Kevin Elrod 551-7565, pizzakevin@yahoo.com and ticket booth sellers headed by Jeff DeMatthew 
633-7530, dematthew@ameritech.net. 
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The Mortgage Burning Party is Saturday August 27th.  Invitations have been mailed, and just a reminder that seating will be 
in order of when RSVPs are returned.  Paying off the mortgage is another amazing accomplishment of Roma Lodge and its 
members.  The committee is busy planning a very special evening to celebrate.   This party is going to be similar to the 85th 
Anniversary party.  There will be fireworks, an elegant dinner, and Italian entertainment featuring 2 live bands, dancing, a 
martini bar, ice cream drink bar, and so much more.  This will be a night that you won't want to miss!   If you have any 
questions call committee chairman Dave Chiapete 262-939-5914 

Funeral Service Calling Tree Service Schedule May 2 011  
The Calling Tree Committee has released the schedule for funeral visitations. If you are notified of a funeral during your 
scheduled month you are expected to attend to represent the Lodge.  Other members are also encouraged to attend. There 
will also be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to sign in, verifying that they are 
fulfilling their obligation.  This Calling Tree schedule is for those members who names are listed on the Membership List 
between:                                        Aceto, Christopher – Bonanno, Rick  

Men’s Golf League Begins Monday, May 2, 2011  
The Roma Lodge Golf League begins Monday, May 2 at Ives Grove Golf Course.  The first tee time is 11:30 am.  A lunch is 
served at Roma Lodge after golf.  To sign up or for more information and costs, contact Joe Mandala at jmandala@wi.rr.com, 
or call 681-0492. 

 
Milestones of Italian American History 

Joe DiMaggio, One of the Greatest Players of All Ti me, Sets Record for Hitting Safely in 56 Consecutiv e Games 

           
 

Decades after his career ended the DiMaggio name continues to be magic. Arguably the greatest player of his time Joseph 
Paul DiMaggio  (1914-1999) was born one of nine children in Martinez, California, the son of parents who migrated from Isola 
delle Femmine, Sicily in 1902. Much to the consternation of his father, Joe, wanted to play baseball. Beginning in 1933 with 
the New York Yankee minor league franchise, the San Francisco Seals, he instantly excelled in batting, fielding, and base 
running, all with impeccable style that would become his trademark. He joined the Yankees in 1936, where he was heralded 
as the most anticipated major league rookie since Ty Cobb, and rapidly became a star player and worthy successor to 
immortals Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.  
A stellar batting average in his first three years set the stage for winning three Most Valuable Player awards. 1941 saw Joe 
re-write baseball history by hitting safely in 56 straight games --arguably baseball's greatest feat. Joe's eminent talent, 
moreover, was matched by peerless grace, gentlemanly demeanor, and admirable dignity --legendary attributes whose 
relative absence in contemporary sports is lamented. Entering the Army in the Second World War, Joe resumed his baseball 
career after the war enjoying a superb season in 1948, finally ending his playing days in 1951.  
He continued to remain in the public eye in baseball as a batting coach for the Yankees, as vice-president of the Oakland 
Athletics, and through his many commercials. The esteem with which he was regarded is evident by a 1969 White House 
award when he was named the Greatest Living Baseball Player.  
At the top of his game, he also became a folk hero and won the esteem of baseball colleagues who regarded him as the 
"yardstick of success." These winning attributes were significant for Italian Americans affronted by decades of being held in 
low esteem as superstitious, ignorant, buffoons, or gangsters. First generation Italian Americans, although ignorant of 
baseball, nevertheless, boasted of DiMaggio as one whose intrepid performance on the field contradicted prevailing 
stereotypes and brought them pride. Even more meaningful to the second generation in the teeming cities, DiMaggio was 
one with whom they identify -one that commanded respect and validated their own Americanism. He was their undisputed 
hero. DiMaggio was of course, not the only Italian American to excel in the sport; one can cite among many others, Yogi 
Berra, Phil Rizzuto, Sal Maglie, Carl Furillo, Joe Torre, Jason Giambi , and Mike Piazza . Source: La Gumina, Salvatore, “1941 
Joe DiMaggio, one of the Greatest Players of All Time, Sets Record for Hitting Safety in 56 Consecutive Games.” Milestones of the Italian American 
Experience 1492-2003. National Italian American Foundation, 2009 Web 15 April 2011 http://www.niaf.org/milestones/year_1941.asp  
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NOTABLE ITALIAN-AMERICANS BORN IN MAY 

                
Bernadino  Saltalamacchia  Merullo            Berra            Valentine        Zito                Mar tin            Cerone      Brancato 
May 1, 1917 John Beradino, former second base and shortstop for the Cleveland Indians, and Pittsburgh Pirates 
May 2, 1985 Jarrod Scott Saltalamacchia, catcher with the Boston Red Sox 
May 5, 1917 Leonard Merullo, shortstop with the Chicago Cubs from 1941-1947 
May 12, 1925   Lawrence Peter "Yogi" Berra former catcher and manager in Major League baseball 
May 12, 1950    Robert Valentine, manager of the New York Mets and currently an analyst for ESPN 
May 13, 1978 Barry Zito, left-handed pitcher for the San Francisco Giants and 2002 Cy Young Award winner 
May 16, 1928 Alfred “Billy” Martin, former manager of the New York Yankees 
May 19, 1954 Richard Aldo Cerone, catcher from 1975 to 1972 for several teams including the Yankees and Brewers 
May 29, 1919 Albert Brancato, shortstop for the Philadelphia Athletics from 1939 to 1941 and 1945 
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR SPRING READING  

Beyond DiMaggio: Italian Americans in Baseball, by Lawrence A Baldassaro .  
Lincoln, NE, University of Nebraska Press, 2011.   
Lawrence Baldassaro, Emeritus Professor if Italian Studies at the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, tells the stories of 
Italian Americans' contributions to the game, from Joe DiMaggio, who transcended his ethnic identity to become an American 
icon, to A. Bartlett Giamatti, who served as commissioner of baseball, to Mike Piazza, considered the greatest hitting catcher 
ever. Berra, Rizzuto, Lasorda, Torre, Conigliaro, Santo, Piazza. Casual baseball fans—in fact, even many nonfans—know 
these names, not as Italian Americans, but as some of the most colorful figures in Major League Baseball. Ever since future 
Hall of Famer Tony Lazzeri became a key part of the Yankees' Murderers' Row lineup of 1926, Italian Americans have been 
among the most prominent and intriguing players in the game. The first comprehensive study of the topic, Beyond DiMaggio 
is also a social history of baseball, tracing the evolution of American perceptions toward those of Italian descent as it 
chronicles the baseball exploits that influenced those perceptions. 

 Reaching for the Stars: A Celebration of Italian Americans in Major League Baseball, by Larry Freundich    
New York, Ballantine Books, 2003  
This collection offers personal and sentimental essays about Italian-American baseball greats in the first part of the book, 
beginning in 1897 with Philadelphia Phillies' infielder Edward James Abbaticchio, up through Ping Bodie (Francesco Stefano 
Pezzolo) and the bear-like 1930s Cincinnati Reds catcher Ernie Lombardi, to Al Gionfriddo, the Dodgers left fielder who 
played against the Yankees in the 1947 World Series. Honig lists the Italian-American Hall of Famers: Joe DiMaggio, Yogi 
Berra, Ernie Lombardi, Phil Rizzuto, Tommy Lasorda and Tony Lazzeri, with Mike Piazza and Joe Torre. 

 Baseballissimo: My Summer in the Italian Minor Leagues, by Dave Bidini.   
Toronto, Ontario, McClelland  & Stewart, 2005 
In the spring of 2002, Dave Bidini set off for Nettuno, Italy, with his wife, Janet, and their two small children, in search of his 
favorite summer game, baseball. Nettuno was his destination because this town, south of Rome, has been the baseball 
capital of Italy since 1944, when the game was introduced by the American GIs. In Nettuno, they love the game so much that 
they hand out baseball gloves and bats to children taking their first communion. For six months Bidini followed the fortunes of 
the Serie B Peones, Nettunese to the core. At the same time he was also learning about his own heritage, having spent his 
youth vigorously ignoring his Italianness. The result of his summer in Italy is vintage Bidini: a funny, perceptive, and 
engrossing book that takes readers far beyond the professional sport to the game that people around the world love to play 
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OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA 

Il Trovatore, by Giuseppe Verdi – Saturday, May 18,  2011- Kenosha and Racine  
This is another production of the New York Metropolitan Opera Company’s Live in HD Movie Theatre series  David McVicar’s 
production of this most famous Verdi opera stars Sondra Radvanovsky, Dolora Zahick, Marcelo Alvarez, and Dmitri 
Hvorostovsky.  Check local movie theater listings for times and ticket prices. 

Italian Film Festival USA – April 29 – May 1, 2011 – Milwaukee; May 20 – June 24, 2011 – Chicago  
Milwaukee at – University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee St udent Union, 2200 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Chicago at – Italian Cultural Center at Casa Italia , Chandelier Room, 1621 N. 39 th Avenue, Stone Park, Illinois 
Join us on a cinematic tour of Italy as we take a road trip down the Calabrian coastline (18 Years Later), walk across beautiful 
Basilicata (Basilicata Coast to Coast), ferry through the Venetian lagoon (Ten Winters), bicycle in Milan (Happy Family), take 
a train across Puglia (The Cézanne Affair), romp through the fields of Abruzzi (The Thin Match Man), zip across Liguria on a 
Vespa (The First Beautiful Thing) and soar above Rome (Hay fever).  
Admission to all films at both sites is free.  Show times and dates for each venue can be found on the Italian Film Festival 
USA web site at http://italianfilmfests.org/index.html. 

Faith, Festa. Family: Milwaukee Italians – Now thro ugh end of 2011 – Milwaukee  
Milwaukee Country Historical Society, 910 N. Old Wo rld Street.  
The Milwaukee County Historical Society proudly presents a new exhibit on Italians in Milwaukee.  FAITH FAMILY FESTA 
offers a rare opportunity to understand the traditions, triumphs, and hardships of immigrant life for Milwaukee’s Italian 
community through this comprehensive story of the Italian experience in Milwaukee County.  Hours are Monday – Friday, 
9:30 am – 5:00 pm; Saturday 1:00 – 5:00 pm, closed Sunday. Admission –$8.00 general admission, children under 12 free.  

 The ICC Salutes the Military – Sunday – Monday, May  29 – 30, 2011 – Milwaukee  
Italian Community Center, 631 E. Chicago Street 
The Italian Community Center and with the assistance of the USO of Wisconsin will host a free Memorial Day weekend event  
saluting all branches of the U.S. military.  It will include displays of military equipment, military band performances and 
merchandise vendors along with food and beverages.  Hours are noon to 6:00 pm.  More information can be found in the 
online editions of the Italian Times at http://iccmilwaukee.com/italian-times.html. 

  Festa Italia 2011 – Friday – Sunday, June 3-5 2011 – Fitchburg (Madison),  WI                                        
McKee Farms Park,  5700 Chapel Valley Rd, Fitchburg, WI  
 A three-day fun-filled Italian festival sponsored by the Madison Italian Workmen’s Club starts Friday evening and concludes 
Sunday evening. Events and activities include singing, dancing, bocce, Italian foods, scholarship awards, raffle, etc. Come 
see the Italian Folk Dancers of Madison, as they have learned some new dances this year. Information is on the web at 
http://festaitaliamadison.com/events/. 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Friday Night Fish Fry – A Big Success  
The Friday Fish Fry is for this season ended on Good Friday and congratulations must be given to the RIWA staff, including 
RIWA Manager Lisa Graceffa and Chef Scott Ruyter on the success of the this year’s event.  The revamped menu and 
format were well received as could be seen by the many positive comments.  People are already awaiting next year’s event.  

Bingo Captain  for May 2011 
Bob Cribari is the Bingo Captain for May.  Volunteer for a Thursday night session by telephoning him at 886-9838. 

Senior Luncheon  will be held Thursday, May 12 at 12 noon. Please make a special effort to call Russ Missureli at 
633-6582 by Monday May 9 if you are planning to attend. Cost is $6.00 per person.  The Luncheon is open to all Roma 
Lodge members over the age of 55 and their spouses. 

Change of Address and/or Phone number  
Please remember to notify Doug Goebel, Membership Secretary, 554-7316 dggoebel@yahoo.com of changes of address 
and/or phone numbers. This will help insure an up-to-date membership list so that you will continue to receive Lodge 
mailings.                                                                                   -6- 



Roma Lodge Reservations  
For Members Dining Room  reservations, the telephone number 886-8850 . When making reservations for the Members 
Dining Room, please telephone the Members Dining Room number only. Leave your name, day and date you want the 
reservation, your phone number, number of people in your party, and estimated time of arrival. You will only receive a call 
back if there is a problem or a question about your reservation. NOTE: The Members Dining Room is always closed on 
Membership Meeting nights which is usually the first Friday of the month. It is also closed on Wednesday and weekend 
nights when events for members or members and guests are scheduled. To reserve the Venetian Room and for Roma-to-Go, 
telephone the RIWA Office at 886-3610. For the Members Card Room telephone 886-2557. 

 

Advertising Available in the Roma Lodge Newsletter  
You can now purchase ads that will appear in the monthly Roma Lodge Newsletter and in color on the Roma Lodge 
Members’ web page.  Cost for ads is $20 / month for a six month contract with an introductory offer of $15 / month for six 
months.   
These ads will provide a new and profitable outlet for our members who own or operate businesses as well as a source of 
services available to our members.   
Contact Jim Faraone 657-1244 jfaraone@wi.rr.com for more information or to purchase an ad. 

 
Deadline for information for JUNE Newsletter  is WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2011 .  Comments and suggestions and articles 
of interest to our members are welcome at gperona@wi.rr.com. 

Jerry Perona, 
Jerry Perona, Secretary             
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Address Service Requested        Address Service Re quested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        MEMORIAL DAY 2011 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED 
 

 COMING EVENTS 
 

   Friday, June 3, 2011   Social Meeting & Early Bi rd Drawing 
 
   Thursday, June 9, 2011  Senior Luncheon 
 
   Tuesday, June 14, 2011  Flag Day 
 
   Sunday, June 19, 2011   Father’s Day 
 
   Tuesday, June 21, 2011  First Day of Summer  
  
                                       Sunday, June  26, 2011   Roma Lodge Family Picnic 
 
                                       Tuesday, Jun e 28, 2011  Board of Directors Meeting 
 
                                       Friday, July  1, 2011   Roma Lodge Membership Meeting 
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