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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

This is my 48th message el on. It has been a great honor for me to be your 25th president. Many of you have come to me 
First of all, I would like to thank you for giving me the honor and privilege of serving as the 26th president of the Roma 
Lodge.  I will give 150% to keep the Roma Lodge one of the best fraternal organizations around and to do what is most 
beneficial for the members.  Thanks again to everyone who attended the Installation Dinner.  Roma Lodge has a very 
exciting and fun-filled year coming up with all the events that are being planned.  We invite and encourage all members to 
feel free to volunteer to help with one or more of these events.   It’s great to see the members having a good time and 
enjoying the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday night dining.  This is YOUR club so let’s take care of it.  It needs all of our 
help.  
 
So remember, if it’s good for the Roma Lodge members, it’s good for Roma Lodge! 
 
Fraternally yours I would  
Buddy AlfanoBuddy AlfanoBuddy AlfanoBuddy Alfano    
 

 
APRIL EVENTS 

 
                          Tuesday, March 31, 2009   Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 
  Wednesday, April 1, 2009   Winter Men’s Bocce End s 
 
  Friday, April 3, 2009    Membership Meeting - 7:0 0 pm 
 
  Monday, April 6, 2009    Men’s Spring Bocce Tourn ament Begins 
 
  Tuesday, April 7, 2009    Wisconsin Spring Electi on 
 
  Thursday, April 9, 2009   Senior Luncheon - 12 no on 
 
  Friday, April 10, 2009    RIWA Lenten Fish Fry - 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 
  Sunday, April 12, 2009    Easter Sunday 
 
  Monday, April 13, 2009    Men’s Golf League - Inf ormational Meeting - 5:00 pm 
 
  Sunday, April 19, 2009    Celebrazione Italiana ( U.W. - Parkside) 
 
  Monday, April 27, 2009    Bocce Championship Tour nament Begins 
 
  Tuesday, April 28, 2009   Board of Directors Meet ing - 6:30 pm   
 

Condolences  are extended to brother Anthony (Tony) Tenuta whose sister, Rachel, died in February and to the 
family of Roma Lodge brother and past-president Frank Bisotti who died in March. 
Mrs. Pam Bisotti wishes to thank all the members of Roma Lodge who remembered Frank with memorial gifts.  Several of 
the gift envelopes were not signed so to those who may not receive a personal thank you note, please accept this Thank 
You on behalf of the entire Bisotti Family. 
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New Officers Elected  
Congratulations to the newly elected and re-elected officers and directors of Roma Lodge. A special thank you goes to the 
outgoing officers and directors who served the Lodge so diligently over the past years: as president, Don Cicero, as vice-
president, Tom Braun, as parliamentarian, Jeff DeMatthew, as past-president, Joe Porcaro, and as director, Tom Garbo.    
 

 
ROMA LODGE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

                                                                March 2009 - 2010 
 
 
Officers 2009-2011  

President   Buddy Alfano  262-639-4733 bdalfano@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President   Dave Chiapete  262-939-5914 davidchiapete@hotmail.com 
Parliamentarian   Mike Kroes  262-639-2877 mpkroes@hotmail.com 
Treasurer   Pat Diem  262-514-4460 pdiem@wi.rr.com 
Secretary    Jerry Perona  262-632-9172 gperona@wi.rr.com 
Membership Secretary  Doug Goebel  262-554-7316 dggoebel@yahoo.net 
Past President   Don Cicero  262-884-8941 cheech@wi.net 

 
Directors  

 Terms 
2009-2011  John Anzalone  262-637-2520  john.anzalone@jwp.com   
2009-2011  Rick Crivello  262-456-4007  rcrivello@wi.rr.com  
2009-2011  Jim Faraone  262-657-1244  jfaraone@wi.rr.com  
2008-2010  Joe Mandala  262-681-0492  jmandala@wi.rr.com 
2008-2010  James Oswald  262-634-5653  joswald5@wi.rr.com 
2008-2010  Dennis Porcaro  262-884-9193  appriservices@netscape.net 
2008-2010  William D. Pucci 262-554-8131  wpucci@att.net 
2009-2011  Art Rozzoni  262-637-6312   

   

 
     2009 Installation Dinner 

                 
                                         President Buddy Alfano           Past-president Don Cicero 
 

Welcome New Members  
Voted into membership at the March 6 meeting:  
Benjamin J Cupertino, age 26, was born and resides in Racine and is employed as a Risk Management Professional by 
Johnson Financial Group.  Ben is married to wife Amanda and they have two children.  His proponent is Jerry Perona. 
David J. Silvani is  34 years of age and also was born and resides in Racine.  He is married to wife Briana and they have 
one daughter and another on the way in May.  David is employed as a CAD operator by Ring and Du Chateau.  He is the 
third generation Silvani member of the Lodge, joining his grandfather Gene and his father and proponent Jim Silvani. 
 
Eligible for a vote at the April Membership Meeting: 
Michael J. Tenuta, age 42 of Racine - Proponent: Joseph Tenuta (father)  
 

Senior Luncheon  will be held Thursday, April 9, 2009 at 12 noon. Please make a special effort to call Russ 
Missureli at 633-6582 by Monday, April 6 if you are planning to attend. Cost is $6.00 per person. 
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Callback HELP Needed At Bingo  
A person to do Bingo call back of numbers is needed. Contact Jim Faraone at 657-1244. 
 

$10,000 CASH RAFFLE 
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2009 

ROMA LODGE 

 
PRIZES INCLUDE: 

ONE $4,000 CASH PRIZE, ONE $1,500 PRIZE, THREE $500 PRIZES, FIVE $200 PRIZES  
AND TWENTY $100.00 PRIZES 

WINE, APPLIANCE AND 50/50 RAFFLES WILL ALSO BE FEATURED 
TICKETS ARE $100.00 EACH, WHICH INCLUDES TWO DINNER TICKETS 

CASH BAR BEGINS AT 5:00 P.M. WITH DINNER SERVED BETWEEN 6:00 – 7:30 P.M. 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 

ZUDDY DEROSE - 681-3576  
NOTE: TICKETS ARE SOLD ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST SERVE BASIS 

 

Funeral Service Calling Tree Service Schedule April  2009 
The Calling Tree Committee has released the schedule for funeral visitations. If you are notified of a funeral during your 
scheduled month you are expected to attend to represent the Lodge.  Other members are also encouraged to attend. 
There will also be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to sign in, verifying that they 
are fulfilling their obligation.  The Calling Tree schedule is as follow                  
 April 2009 Stolfi, Michael - Zupfer, Charles 
 

 Current Roma Lodge By-Laws and Rules of the Lodge on Web Site  
The Roma Lodge By-laws adopted as of January 2, 2009 and the Roma Lodge Member Rules adopted as of February 3, 
2009 are available on the Roma Lodge Members web site at http://members.romalodge.com/rules_bylaws.html.  Both 
documents contain the most current revisions and additions. 

 

March 24, 2009 Declared ROMA LODGE DAY in Racine Co unty!! 

William McReynolds, County Executive for Racine County informed Roma Lodge that the Racine County Board voted to 
recognize and honor Roma Lodge for its sponsorship of the annual Racine County Foster Care Christmas Party for the 
past ten years.  The proclamation was presented to Tom Garbo, who chairs the event, and to Roma Lodge President, 
Buddy Alfano.  Other Board members also attended the event.  When asked by the County Board why Roma Lodge has 
sponsored this event over the years, Tom Garbo issued this statement: 

At the turn of the Century, and even before that, there was a tremendous influx of immigrants that arrived at Ellis 
Island in New York City.  With them came all their dreams and aspirations of a new and prosperous life.  They knew 
there were going to be trials and tribulations, but with hard work, they could succeed to great heights.  The Italian 
immigrants were no different. On the plaque on the Statute of Liberty, there is a slogan on the lady which reads, “Give 
me your tired and your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched of your teeming shore, send 
these, the homeless, tempest tossed to me: I life my lamp beside the golden door.”  Reading that slowly and 
understanding what it means is the reason that Roma Lodge does what is does in the community, without fanfare or 
recognition.  It is our members’ belief that we have been blessed with much support from the local communities and 
we want to help in any way we can. And one of the ways is to host the Foster Kids Christmas Party.  To see the eyes 
of the children open wide as they receive a present from Santa Claus because some care is both tear jerking and awe 
inspiring.  For Roma Lodge to be a part of that is the best understanding of what that famous statue plaque is all 
about. 

-3- 



 
-4- 

 



Member’s Dining Room Closed Easter Weekend  
The Member’s Dining Room will be closed Friday, April 10 and Saturday, April 11, 2009 

Saturday night, April 25, the Member’s Dining Room will feature Zuddy’s Prime Rib.  Please telephone for 
reservations. 
     

 
RIWA 

GOOD FRIDAY FISH FRY - ROMA HALL 
April 10, 2009 - 5:00 - 9:00 pm 

Featuring a Buffet of Deep Fried Pollock, Deep Fried Shrimp, and Broiled Tilapia 
Plus Italian Brown Potatoes, Coleslaw, Pasta Salad, Assorted Desserts, and More  

Price is 12.95 for Adults, $6.50 for Children 5-9 and free for children under 5 - - Cash bar 
For more information, contact the RIWA Office at 886-8610 

 
  Forthcoming Book to Include Italian Americans in Racine and Kenosha  
  Dominic Pulera's new book, Green, White, and Red: The Italian-American Success Story, will be           
published by L'Italo-Americano in April 2009.  Green, White, and Red describes how Italian Americans 
overcame poverty and discrimination to enjoy great success in the United States.  Dominic writes about Racine, 
Kenosha, and Roma Lodge in the book.  Indeed, he has visited Roma Lodge on multiple occasions and 
addressed our Columbus Day Dinner in 2007.  To order copies of Green, White, and Red, please see web site 
http://dominicpulera.com/dominic-puleras-books.html. 

 
“The Italian-American success story matters to all of us, regardless of where we live or where we or our 
ancestors came from in the Old World. This is true for two reasons. Firstly, anything that affects one 
group of us as Americans in one part of America affects all of us in some way or another. Secondly, 
Americans of Italian descent are important figures in our national institutions—the military, entertainment, 
politics and government, the Corporate World, the Supreme Court, and elsewhere—and they make 
decisions that affect all of our lives.”  

—Dominic J. Pulera, Green, White, and Red: The Italian-American Success Story  
 

NOTABLE ITALIANS BORN IN APRIL  
 

          
     Bava        De Gregori   Sabata       Melloni       Riccioli      Carissimi   Montanelli   Benven uti   Moroder   Sabatini   
 
April 3, 1944 Lamberto Bava, film director, specializing in horror films, born in Rome 
April 4, 1951 Francesco De Gregori, singer-songwriter and maker of Le Palombe organic olive oil, born in Rome 
April 10, 1892 Victor de Sabata, conductor and composer, as well as operatic conductor, born in Trieste 
April 11, 1798 Macedonio Melloni, physicist who demonstrated the properties of radiant heat, born in Parma 
April 17, 1598  Giovanni Riccioli, astronomer who first measured acceleration of free falling bodies, born in Ferrara 
April 18, 1605 Giacomo Carissimi, composer and master of early Baroque music, born in Marino 
April 22, 1909 Indro Montanelli, journalist and historian, born in Fucecchio 
April 26, 1938 Giovanni “Nino” Benvenuti, 1960 Olympic welterweight division gold medal winner, born in Isola 
April 26, 1940 Giancarlo Moroder, Academy Award winning record producer and song writer, born in Ortisei 
April 29, 1875 Rafael Sabatini, author of romance and adventure novels, born in Jesi  
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ITALIAN AMERICANS BORN IN APRIL 

          
   Gari             Paglia       Giamatti      Coppola     Carrabba     Cassini     LaRocca      Bello         Mattola      Nicholson  
April 1, 1942 Frank Gari (born Frank Daniel Garofalo), singer and songwriter popular in the 1950s and early 1960s 
April 2, 1947 Camille Anna Paglia, social critic, author, and teacher 
April 4, 1938 Angelo “Bart” Giamatti, former president of Yale, later the 7th Commissioner of major league baseball 
April 7, 1939 Francis Ford Coppola, five-time Academy Award winning film director, producer and screenwriter 
April 10, 1975 Christopher Carrabba, singer and guitarist with acoustic-alternative band Dashboard Confessional 
April 11, 1913 Oleg Cassini, fashion designer 
April 11, 1889 Dominic “Nick” LaRocca, early jazz trumpeter and leader of the Original Dixieland Jazz Band 
April 18, 1967 Maria Elana Bello, Golden Globe nominated film and television actress 
April 18, 1918 Tony Mattola, guitarist closely associated with both Frank Sinatra and Perry Como 
April 22, 1937 Jack Nicholson, Academy Award winning actor whose birth father, Donald Furcillo, was Italian 
 

        Bella Ball Planned for May 31, 2009     

Save the date of Sunday, May 31 for the Roma Lodge Bella Ball.  Bill Pucci and his committee are finalizing the plans for 
this dance for members and their Daughters, Granddaughters, Nieces, Goddaughters.  More details will appear in the 
next Newsletter of contact Bill Pucci at 554-8131 wpucci@att.net . 

 

 Men’s Golf League   
An informational meeting for the Roma Lodge Golf League will be held Monday, April 13, 2009 at 5:00 pm.  The League 
usually plays two Mondays per month with a noon tee time for the first four-some. The League will begin in May.  For 
more information, contact Joe Mandala at 681-0492 or email jmandala@wi.rr.com. 
 
 

 
 
Celebrazione Italiana 2009 Tickets Available  
Tickets for the Sunday, April 19, 2009 University of Wisconsin - Parkside event are now on sale.  Cost for individual 
tickets is $65.00.   The event honors contributions made by and for Italian-Americans in the Racine-Kenosha area and 
also serves to raise funds to support the Italian Student Exchange Program between Parkside and the University of 
Calabria.  In addition to the presentation of awards, the program will also feature introductions to the students who have 
participated in the program along with entertainment by Parkside students.  Reservations should be made by Friday, April 
3 by contacting Dr. Carmel Ruffolo at 262-595-2174 of carmel.ruffolo@uwp.edu. 
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Reminder - Deadline for Scholarship Applications is  March 27, 2009  
Completed applications for the Roma Lodge Merit Scholarship and the Darryl and Jeana Sturino Lifelong Learning 
Scholarship are due Friday March 27. The completed applications should be returned to Roma Lodge Scholarship 
Committee, Attn: Joe Mandala, 7130 Spring Street, Racine, WI 53406. 
Applications are available: 
1) From a member of the Roma Lodge Scholarship Committee: Mike Kroes, chair mpkroes@hotmail.com 
2) On the Roma Lodge web page, http://www.romalodge.org  
3) By email from Jerry Perona, gperona@wi.rr.com 
Please specify the scholarship application form(s) you require. 

OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA 

University of Wisconsin Parkside Summer Immersion P rogram 2009 at the Universita della 
Calabria (UNICAL) - May 22 - July 17, 2009  

Study Italian in Calabria, Italy for eight weeks. A new Immersion Italian Language summer course is being offered by the 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside and Università della Calabria (UNICAL). 
 
From May 22 to July 17, 2009, the University of Wisconsin-Parkside is offering an eight-week immersion course that will 
be taught at the UNICAL campus in Calabria, Italy. The course is worth 4 college credits (course is equivalent to other 
introductory language courses at the university level). Students will be in class for 10 hours per week. No prior Italian 
language experience is required. This is a great opportunity for university students to learn the language in Italy as it goes 
beyond a classroom education, where students will be able to see the sites, hear the sounds and taste the food of 
Southern Italy. This is a very competitively priced course (especially for Wisconsin residents) and is limited to only 30 
students. The application deadline is Friday, April, 17, 2009 . 
For more information on the costs, course description, enrollment, eligibility, housing, meals, and passport and visa 
information, view the UW-Parkside website at www.uwp.edu/departments/international.studies/summer.immersion or 
contact Dr. Carmel Ruffolo if you have questions, and especially prior to applying at www.uwp.edu/contact/?uid=ruffolo or 
262 595-2174. 

Pursuing Our Italian Names Together - Sunday, April  25, 2009 - Milwaukee  
Italian Community Center, 631 E Chicago Street 
 Pursuing Our Italian Names Together, Chapter 22, welcomes anyone with an interest in Italian Family History. The 
meeting starts at 10:30 a.m. and concludes at noon. If you cannot attend that meeting, please mark your calendar for 
additional meetings in 2009: Saturdays, September 26 and November 14. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact George Koleas GeorgeJK676@wi.rr.com. 
 

Italian Wines - Mini-course - Friday, April 24, 200 9 - 6:30-9 pm - Kenosha  
University of Wisconsin - Parkside 
Italy makes a wide variety of red and white wines throughout the country. Some are well known, but many are unfamiliar 
to consumers.  This is a change to get acquainted with many of the wines - red and white - that Italy has to offer. 
Instructor is Karl Fredrick. Fee is $35.00.  Registration can be made online at http://www.uwp.edu  keyword Tickets; by 
mail to UW-Parkside Mini-Course, Student Center, 900 Wood Road, Kenosha, WI 53141-2000; or by phone at 262-595-
2345. 
 

The Italian Film Festival of Milwaukee - Saturday-S unday, May 9-10, 2009 - Milwaukee  
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, Union Theatre,  2200 East Kenwood Boulevard 
The festival will screen the local premiere of five recent, critically acclaimed Italian films. Films will be shown in Italian with 
English subtitles. Presented by the Italian Program. For more information, visit on the web at 
http://www.aux.uwm.edu/Union/events/theatre/calendar/spring2009/descriptions_spring2009.htm#anchor.  
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WisItalia Fundraiser and Teacher of the Year Awards  Banquet - Saturday, May 16, 2009 - Racine  
Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring Street  
The 6th annual event honors the Wisconsin Italian language teacher of the year along with reviewing the progress of 
WisItalia’s goal of offering Italian language instruction in Wisconsin schools. Cocktails begin at 5:00 pm, followed by 
dinner at 6:00 and the program at 7:00.  Tickets are $40 per person (tax deductible).  Advanced reservations are required 
by Friday, May 1, 2009.   Reservations for are available on the web at 
http://www.wisitalia.org/pdfs/WisItalia2009TeacherYearReservation.pdf.  Send it along with a check or money order to 
WisItalia, cc/o Treasurer, 4809 Eldorado Lane, Madison, WI 53706.  More information, contact Don Cicero at 
cheech@wi.net or on the web at http://www.wisitalia.org. 
 

ITALIAN EASTER TRADITIONS - UOVO DI PASQUA  
Although Italians do not decorate hard- boiled eggs nor have chocolate bunnies or pastel marshmallow chick, the biggest 
Easter displays in bars, pastry shops, supermarkets, and especially at chocolatiers are brightly wrapped uova di Pasqua - 
chocolate Easter eggs - in sizes that range from 10 grams (1/3 ounce) to 8 kilos (nearly 18 pounds).  Most of them are 
made of milk chocolate in a mid-range 10 ounce size by industrial chocolate makers. 

 

Some producers distinguish between their chocolate eggs for children and expensive “adult versions”.  All except the 
tiniest eggs contain a surprise.  Grown-ups often find their eggs contain little silver picture frames to gold-dipped costume 
jewelry.  The very best eggs are handmade by artisan of chocolate, who offer the service of inserting a surprise supplied 
by the purchaser.  Car keys, engagement rings, and watches are some of the high-end gifts that have been tucked into 
Italian chocolate eggs in Italy.  

Source: “Buona Pasqua! Easter in Italy, Part 2: Italian Easter Recipes and Vocabulary List.” About.com: Italian Language. 
2009. 13 Mar 2009 <http://italian.about.com/library/weekly/aa031401b.htm>. 

COMING EVENTS 
 

   May 1, 2009     Membership Meeting 
 
   May 4, 2009     Men’s Bocce Banquet 
 
   May 5, 2009     $10,000 Raffle 
 
   May 5, 2009     Racine Mayoral Special Election 
 
   May 10, 2009     Mother’s Day 
 
   May 11, 2009     Senior Luncheon 
 
   May 16, 2009     WisItalia Teacher of the Year B anquet 
           
   May 12, 2009     Roma Lodge President’s Dinner 
 
   May 25, 2009     Memorial Day 
  
   May 31, 2009     Bella Ball 
 
   TBA      Men’s Golf League Begins 
 
   TBA      Roma Lodge Scholarship Awards   
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Applications for Membership    
Application for Membership form along with the Handbook for New Applicants and Proponents is available from Doug 
Goebel, Membership Secretary, at 554-7316 or email dggoebel@yahoo.com. The non-refundable application fee is 
$50.00. A check for the application fee must accompany the application. Screening of proposed new members is normally 
held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Lodge.   

Deadline for information for May Newsletter is Monday, April 20, 2009.  Comments and suggestions and 
news items are welcome at gperona@wi.rr.com. 

Jerry Perona,  
Jerry Perona, Recording Secretary                           

 

 
 

  

   

 

 

  

MICHAEL F CUCCIA, CPA 
TAX ACCOUNTING PAYROLL SERVICES 
INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESS & PROBATE 

RETIREMENT & ESTATE PLANNING 
 

262-886-1352       www.MFC-CPA.com 

 

  

 
RACINE STRING QUARTET 
Trios, Duets, & Solos, too!! 
Special music for special events.  
ccviolin@hotmail.com 
(262) 681-0748 
www.racinestringquartet.com  
Carol Christensen 

 

 
RACINE’S #1 BINGO - Every Thursday Night 
$2000 Paper Sheet & New Games for $200 

Prizes! Come for Dinner- Doors Open at 4:00  
Games Start at 6:30 pm 

JAMES A. PITTS & GREGORY A. PITTS 

Civil Trial Lawyers- Roma Lodge 
Members 

SCHOONE, LEUCK, KELLEY, PITTS & KNURR, S.C. 

6800 Washington Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin 53408 

P: (262240    F: (262) 8-9- 



 
 
 
Address Service Requested        Address Service Re quested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


